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EDITORIAL 


The Rolls Royce Owners Club of Australia now has branches in New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia and a total membership over 150. The 
club was started in Sydney in June 1956, extended to Melbourne in October, 
1957 and to Adelaide in 1958, The vast distances between members has made 
it necessary to separately arrange events in each state but each year it is 
hoped that at least one rally will be held to meet members from other states 
and to see their cars. For the second time the 1960 interstate rally was 
held at Wagga Wagga in June and seventeen cars were present, 


‘On this occasion it was decided that a magazine should be produced to 
strengthen the ties between states and to keep country members informed of 
the recent activities of the club. At present this will be produced 
quarterly and will as far as possible include information of interest to 
everyone. Local newsletters will continue to be sent out with details of 
coming meetings and results of recent events which require more frequent 
distribution, 


The success of our magazine is entirely dependant on your sending in 
contributions. How about writing a brief review of your car, with photo— 
graphs, history, performance and restoration details? Other articles, 
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maintenance notes, photos taken at events will all be welcome ~ send then 
to Adrian Garrett in Sydney. 


FUTURE EVENTS PROGRAMME 
MELBOURNE 
19th August Annual Dinner at Ascot House 
llth September Run to Toorowrong 
30th October Trial 


27th November Concours d'Elegance at Watsonis 
10—l2th June Interstate Rally at Wagga Wagga 
SYDNEY 
14th August Concours d'Elegance and visit to Vaucluse House 
18th August Theatre Evening -— "My Fair Lady" 


17th September Dinner Dance at Hotel Australia 

15-16th October Weekend trial at Bowral with Alvis Car Club 
13th November Picnic Gymkhana 

16th December Christmas Dinner at Quo Vadis 

12th February Picnic Outing 

9th April Run to Palm Beach 


10-12th June Interstate Rally at Wagga Wagga 


SEEN AT WAGGA WAGGA JUNE 1960 


Jim Cooper's 1914 
Silver Ghost 40YB in 
excellent mechanical - 
condition, to which 
he has neatly fitted 
a Mercedes touring 
body. 


Mrs.George Green's 
19138 Limousine S.G. 
45NA, formerly the 
property of Dame 
Edith Walker. Can 
you identify the 
English coachbuilder? 


Gavin Ladsen and 
his 20 h.p. Saloon 
1923. A very 
original car. 


1952 4% litre 
Silver Dawn in 
peacock blue from 
George Green's 


stable. 


J.Custerson's 20/25 
sports saloon of 
1934, 


VARIETY AT WAGGA 


1928 Weymann fabric 
saloon, Phantom 1 
92FH belonging to 
David Larking. 
Recently given 
engine overhaul, 


NEWS FROM SYDNEY 


George Sevenoaks 1928 Phantom 1 Barker Landau 42AL 


In Sydney a Concours d'Elegance was combined with a visit to Vaucluse 
House on August 14th, Delightful weather brought a good turnout — eighteen 
cars- all highly polished for the occasion, Miss Elizabeth Griffin's 
1926 P.1. Limousine was judged the most elegant car whilst George Sevenoaks 
1928 Barker bodies Landau was awarded a prize for the car in best condition, 
Gordon Pennington's, Thrupp and Maberley 25/30 4ook second place in both 
classes. 


Miss E.Griffin receiving Ist Prize for Elegance 
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1905 10 hep. 2 cylinder Rolls Royce 
Property of the Science Museum London 


Within two years of the meeting of Rolls and Royce, cars of outstanding performance were praduced. 
These are two of the 1906 Tourist Trophy cars during practice. Rolls and Platford are on the left and 
Northey on the right. From Rolls-Royce Ltd. 


THE BARLY YEARS 


Henry Royce, an electrical engineer, came up the hard way, helping to 
support the family at ten years of age. He worked, studied and starved — 
alternately and together — while he accumulated knowledge and a genius for 
improving existing machines and instruments, He was quite a prosperous 
manufacturer of dynamos and electric cranes when, in 1908, he bought a 
second-hand French car. Typical of its day, — noisy, unreliable, crude and 
inefficient ~ it appalled him. His urge to improve turned to motor cars. 


With little knowledge of cars and none of their manufacture, he set about 
making three 10 h.p. two-cylinder cars in a factory intended for making 
dynamos and cranes. Hand-picked mechanics and apprentices, some of whom 
are still alive, worked with him, making, adapting, experimenting and testing, 
Much of the precision work Royce handled himself. On April Ist, 1904, the 
first car was ready. A pull up on the starting handle and it started — an 
unprecedented occurrence with a car at that time, This easy starting was 
mainly due to the electrical system which Royce devised. 


The Hon. Charles Stewart Rolls, educated at Eton and Cambridge, was the 
third son of Lord Llangattock. The family had a large estate in Monmouthshire, 
a town house and an ocean-going yacht. But the conventional life of the 
leisured classes of Edwardian England was not for Charles Rolls. He took a 
degree in Mechanics and Applied Science, and became one of the most knowledge- 
able and daring of pioneer motorists at the turn of the century. His motor- 
ing career began in 1894, when he was 17. His father took him abroad. 

From England, where a few "“horseless carriages" travelled along the highways 
at four miles per hour preceded by a pedestrian carrying a red flag, Rolls 
found himself in France, where motor cars had developed without restrictive 
speed limits and the hostility of police and magistrates. 


The motor cars on the roads of France were a revelation, He bought 
a 3$ hep. Peugeot and brought it back to England. He drove his car to 
Cambridge, breaking the speed limit with an average speed of 4% miles an hour. 
A year later, in 1896, the law was changed, doing away with the man with the 
red flag and setting a speed limit of 12 miles per hour. He turned to 
racing and records —- John o'Groats to Land's End in a Daimler in seven days 
in 1897; winning the first Thousand Miles Reliability Trial in 1900 with a 
12 hep. Panhard; establishing a world speed record of 93 miles per hour 
driving a 70 h.p. Mors at Phoenix Park, Dublin, in 1903. In 1902, with an 
organizing genius named Claude Johnson, he set up in business as C.S.Rolls 
& Co., selling the best continental cars. After two years in business he 
was the leading motor car salesman in the country, with orders on his books 
for over 100 cars - and not a British car on the market that he considered 
good enough to handle. 


One of the first three cars built by Royce went to Henry Edmunds, who 
was described as "The Godfather of Rolls-Royce". Edmunds, a pioneer motor-— 
ist and one of the founders of the Automobile Club, had lately become a 
director of Royce Limited. It was he who took Rolls to Manchester, They 
lunched with Royce at the Midland Hotel. Both men took to each other at 
sight - the painstaking perfectionist and the seeker after motoring perfection. 
Rolls saw the Royce car for himself, rode in it and drove it. There was no 
more to be said. Rolls undertook to sell all the cars Royce could manufact— 
ure. The little car was exhibited for the first time at the Paris Salon 
and won a diploma and a gold medal. Rolls used it to drive the Duke of 
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Connaught around on manoeuvres that summer, 


Royce, the maker, carried on experimenting and testing. Rolls, the 
salesman, was looking ahead. A 10 h.p. two-cylinder car was not really what 
Rolls wanted. He sold cars to "the carriage trade". The wealthy arist-— 
ocracy of Edwardian England was slowly but inevitably changing over from the 
horse=drawn carriage to the "horseless carriage", This was a clientele to 
which the adventure and uncertainty of driving early motor cars did not 
appeal. It demanded reliability, comfort and silence. To the end, Rolls 
began to feed Royce with ideas, suggestions and demands based on his own 
experience. 


At Christmas, 1904, the famous name, Rolls-Royce, was actually born in 
a working agreement between C.S.Rolls Limited and Henry Royce Limited. In 
the following spring 15 h.p. three-cylinder and 20 h.p. four—cylinder models 
were on the market, followed in a few months by a 30 h.p. six-cylinder car. 
The Rolls influence was making itself felt and these were much more the type 
of cars he wanted to sell. Comparision of the 10 h.p. and 20 h.p. cars 
shows how rapidly Rolls was revolutionising Royce's ideas about cars. 
Royce, using all his skill and perseverance, was improving and developing 
towards mechanical perfection: Rolls was making the Rolls-Royce the fashion- 
able car of the day and putting it on the map. 


By 1906, Royce's production capacity was big enough to allow Rolls to 
drop all other makes of car. They founded Rolls-Royce Limited. Royce's 
old partner, Claremont, became chairman, Rolls was technical managing director, 
Johnson became commercial managing director and Royce was chief engineer 
and works director, Royce began to plan a move to new and larger works, 


Within a few months Rolls had won the Isle of Man T.T. race in a walk— 
over, driving a 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce. He followed his success by taking the 
car to New York and winning the five~mile race at the Empire City Track. 


While all this was going on, Royce was at work on yet another car 
- a 40/50 h.p. six-cylinder car which he believed to be the finest thing he 
had ever done, It was ready for the Motor Show in the autumn of 1906, It 
became the Silver Ghost, the car which gave the world a new standard of 
engineering excellence and motoring comfort and earned for the Rolls—Royce 
the simple slogan "the best car in the world", 


Soon Rolls, already an enthusiastic balloonist, found another world to 
concuer, He met the Wright brothers and became one of Britain's pioneer 
aviators. He was killed while flying at Bournemouth in 1910 — the first 
Englishman to be killed in a flving accident. 


Years of work and neglect of himself took their toll of Royce. A 
serious illness in 1910 was followed by years of exile from his new factory 
at Derby. Surrounded by a team of experts his work continued in the South 
of France and on the South Coast of England. He designed the Eagle engine 
which powered more than half the Allied aircraft in World War 1 and the first 
aircraft to make a non-stop flight across the Atlantic. 


The war over, Rolls-Royce returned to the manufacture of cars and Royce 
was largely resronsible for the design of the Phantom 1 and Tl before he died 
in 1933, 


RICHARD HEHER'S 1929 P.1, SALOON 


Chassis No 73KR 
Coachwork Wendover Saloon 
Engine 6 cylinder, 44" bore x 58" stroke 7.668 litres 


OWNERS DESCRIPTION 


The car was delivered by Mr.Ward then of Dalgety & Co., the Rolls Royce 
agents, on the 17th September 1929 to Mr.Alexander of Maitland, N.S.W. 
He used the vehicle for five years covering 65,000 miles and then purchased 
a P.11. saloon. Following the death of Mr.Alexander the car was sold to 
Cleve Carson in 1955 from whom I purchased it in March 1958 with a broken 
piston skirt. 


To replace the piston it was necessary to remove the aluminium cylinder 
head which might have exposed advanced corrosion. However the head was 
removed without difficulty and a full inspection made of the motor. It was 
necessary to have a new piston turned up, new rings fitted, valves ground and 
big ends tightened. The main bearings were in good condition and did not 
need attention. 


Once the engine overhaul was completed it was necessary to have work 
carried out on the body. The peintwork was crazed and faded, there were 
cracks in the aluminium around the windows and in the rear of the body. The 
tool box in the running board needed repairs, the interior lining and carpet-— 
ing had to be replaced. Both front door trims were very shabby, and the 
walnut veneer required attention, 


The vehicle was placed in the hands of W.S.Grice, the coachbuilders, of 
Summerhill who stripped the body and resprayed with twenty coats of "Duco" 
in two shades of grey. Grices also re-dressed the interior leather in 
light grey and replaced the brown carpet. Repolishing the veneer and 
renewing the headling completed the interior of the car. 


The car is well equipped with special placements for clock, scent bottle, 
snuff and smoking requisits. Ivory door handles complete the furnishings. 
The exterior door handles are made of German silver. They split open 
revealing the keyhole and may be locked independantly. Karl Zeiss headlamps 
are a feature of the car. They contain mirror lenses and fog beams in 
addition to the normal lights. 


The car has covered 83,000 miles and after the extensive restoration I 
expect a lifetime of service. 
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DON BUSCH'S PHANTOM 111 


SIMPLICITY 
C.S.ROLLS & Co, have aimed at producing a car that "A FOOL CAN DRIVE," 
The mechanism of the Rolls-Royce car is SIMPLICITY ITSELF and is 
practically "FOOL-PROOF," 
There are FEWER PARTS than in any other car of the kind. 
The merest novice can learn it throughout in a few hours. 
The mechanism is designed, as to size of bearings, certainty of 
lubrication to all parts, and protection from dirt and grit, with a 
view to constant hard work in unskilled hands WITHOUT ATTENTION or 
REPAIRS, 
No expense has been spared, either in material, workmanship, or to 
prevent the possibility of BREAKDOWN. 


January 1905, Catalogue extract. 
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DON BUSCH'S 1937 PHANTOM 111 


Chassis No. 3/AZ/56 
Engine 12 cylinder at 60 deg. Vee. 
34" bore x 44" stroke. 7.340 litres. 


OWNER'S ACCOUNT 


Over the years I have had various discussions on Phantom 11l's and how 
this mighty car would compare with the later Silver Dawns and Silver Clouds. 
However due to their age I was never able to find a really good one to make 
a reasonable comparision. I resolved therefore to buy one at the first 
opportunity and rebuild it. It was generally considered to be a costly 
procedure but never the less I considered it would be an interesting 
engineering experience. I am an Electrical Engineer by profession, 


With this object in view I purchased chassis number 3/AZ/56 - circa 1937- 
which had been in Melbourne for some time, Previous owners were one of the 
Mr.Nicholas of "Aspro" fame, Yehudi Menhuin, and later Sir Harold Gengoult— 
Smith a well known R.R. enthusiast. 


Rolls-Royce was contacted regarding the various spare parts likely to 
be renuired. Details of various modifications which have been brought out 
from time to time since the introduction of these cars in 1936, were also 
obtained. The most recent of these modifications relate to an alternative 
exhaust system which was only introduced in 1958} 


It was decided to incorporate these modifications on the chassis during 
re-building and thus make it as up to date as possible. 


The modifications carried out are as follows; 


Tappetss Hydraulic Tappets were discarded and solid ones fitted along 
with new valves, valve springs, valve guides, plungers etc. A new 
camshaft and all new timing gears were fitted. 

Main Bearings: Main Bearings were replaced with the more recent "thinwall" 


type. 
Big Ends: These were replaced with the latest shell type thin wall bearings. 
Fuel Pumps: Original low pressure pumps were discarded and new duel high 


pressure pumps were fitted in the alternative position on the off side 
chassis frame member. 

Clutch: The new "long" type clutch plate was fitted. 

Ride Control: The Bowden Cable which previously actuated the valve in 
the hydrualic pump was discarded and the newer system of rods and 
levers was introduced. 

Road Wheels: The new 5 inch wheels were fitted. This made a great 
difference to the handling of the vehicle. 


Front Suspension: The various modifications to the front suspension were 
incorporated. These include larger diameter bolt at the lower yoke 
bearing. New cross shafts and all new needle rollers were fitted. 


Exhaust System: The new exhaust system was fitted which gives much auiter 
engine porformance and a considerable increase in power output 

Tachometer: A Tachometer drive was introduced at the rear end of the water 
pump, This operates through helical gears completely immersed in oil 
and running on a 4 to 1 reduction. 


Bae 


Power Steering: Power steering was fitted utilizing an R.R. pump mounted 
on a suitable bracket on the off side front of the motor and driven 
through a special low inertia pully mounted on the front of the 


slipper drive. A Bendix valve was attached to the Pitman Arm, 
The ram is R.R. 
Overdrive Gear Box and alternative Diff. Ratios: It was decided not to 


introduce the overdrive gear box and also to retain the original diff. 
ratio of 4 to l. 


Before commencement of restoration the body was removed and the 


chassis completely stripped. All parts immersed in pure "magnus 755" 
and thoroughly cleaned. The chassis was re-sprayed with an etch primer, 
metal primer and black enamel. Bolts were re-tensioned where required. 


In re-assembly all parts were kept scrupulously clean. All nuts etc. 
were cadmium plated. 


Time precludes my going into every detail of the work done but to 
mention some, in addition to the modifications already listed; 

Engines Cylinder liners reground and new R.R. pistons, rings and pins 
fitted, Cylinder block and heads had all core plugs removed and 
water ways scoured out with a wire brush. Inlet and exhaust ports 
were matched and polished to a mirror finish, likewise the combustion 
chambers. Outside of crankcase and rockercovers polished. 


Generator and Starter overhauled. Distributors re-built and 

carburettor overhauled. 

Gearboxs All new bearings fitted. Steel inserts shrunk into aluminium 
casing and re-bored to accommodate races. Ride control overhauled. 
New flexible couplings fitted to drive. Aluminium casing polished. 

Propellor Shaft: All new needle rollers fitted to universal joints. 

New seals fitted. 

Differentials All new bearings fitted. Casing polished, 

Wheel Bearings: All new wheel bearings fitted. 


Front Suspension: New king pins and bushes fitted. All new bearings 
throughout. 
Brakes: Re-lined and oil exclusion modifications introduced. New needle 


rollers fitted to linkages and actuating mechanism. Servo relined 
and overhauled. 

Suspension: Leaves of rear springs replated and fitted with new gaitors. 
New shackle pins and bushes. Modified method of attaching to rear 
axle tubing adopted. 

Chassis Lubrication: All metering jets replaced and pipe work nolished. 

Hydraulic Jacks: New seals fitted and overhauled. 


New head lights horns and fog lights fitted. Fire wall polished. 
Instrument panel re-veneered. Trafficators and wind screen washers fitted, 


Steering box overhauled. 


Time taken 3000 man hours. 


